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RELIUIOUS SERVICES TO-DAY.

rBLBKflTKR STREET UNIVERSALIS!" CHI'RCH..
Kar. K. L*i., ©a "Oui>k.it or CuBATtot." Evening.

CHURCH OK OCR BAVIOUR. Bar. J. M. Pl'LUUJt.
Morula*.

CHURCH or TnE ATONF.Ml NT..Comwttbb or T«n
AmikiCA-N I'tUltim bO-lITY. Eveuiug. .

CANAL STRFET PRESBYTIA! AN C« t'RCH -JUt.
David Miroueu om "i.iu it Wab Nicut." Evening.

CATHOLIC AFOSTOUC CHI BCH.-Si kbox om Tub
Lord's Pisjtkr F.vuplng.

CHURCH OF THE BESPKREC'TION.Morning, alter-
noon and evening.

CENTRAL PRESBYTKRIAN CHU RCn..Rkv. Ja*ks
B Dunn, ou ..Kwuivsextativb I'hauactebs." Evening.

CHURCII OF THE STRANOER8. Hall or the Unlver-
ally, Washington square..Rkv. Da. Utam. Morning and
evening.
CHI'RCH OF THE INCARNATION..Bar. D«. Ttkc.

Eennlng.
CHAPF.T. OF THE TIOLT APOSTLES. Rutgera' Col.

lege..M orning and evening.

DODWORTH HALL..SriaiTCALisTio Hocibtt Morning,
altaruoon and evening.
FORTY =KCONT> STRKKT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Xav. Dk. Scott, ok "a Manual or Puciauna." Evening.

FIFTH AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH..Rbt. A. B.
Eaili. Morning and evpulng.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, l'jflfe 8TF.KE i'..

r.Kv Tbovas A. Jauuab. Afternoon.

MORAVIAN PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CONOREG A-
'HON, at tUe Hall in Eiut Tweuly-niulh atreet..Morning
MASONIC HALL..Thic Ab*ooiatioh or Sri Birr amsts.

Morning and uveuiug.
PEOPLE'S MEKTIXO, Slith nvenne.."How to Sat*

*11* CoiNTHK IKua KlUTINC. AND tnrk.NUI.Vta Etils."
Evening.

NT. TERESA'S CHU KOU.-K*v. J. T. Hackia, on
"Sumrt AiisM." Evunlne.

ST. LUKE'S CHURCH..Rnv. Db. Mobuan. Evening.

REVENTKKNTH STRKKT M. E. CHURCH.-P.BT. IV*.
P. Cobb it. Morning and evening.

FT. ANN'S FREE CHURCH..Rkt. Dr. Gai. i.AiTii* f.
Moraine and evening.
TRINTTV BAl'TTST CHURCn.. Rkt. J. S. IIolbe, D. D.

Morning ana etenlng.
TRIN rTT CHAPEL, Weil Twenty-fifth elreet..Skkhon

ami Mi.siCiL Hebvicb. Evening.

UNIVERSITY, Washington uqunre..Bunor Hnow, on
"The NArcr.it and Location or tuk COKi.-e Kjn^uov or
<1od." Afternoon.

irpPER CHURCH OF TUP. ASCENSION. .Afternoon.

WEST PRKSBYTERIAN CHUR«'H, Forty-wound Htreet.
ANtrmtc.il hi or .StanAi Scuooi. M.sjioajur Aa? >¦ iAcion.
livening.
/.TON CHURCH CHAPEL, Third areuua.-Morning aud

TRIPLE SHEET.
^®w * "'ht Mwadny, January ISus.
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Europe:
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.. riday auiourn«<d over u> Monday.
Tb» Hon-* immediately .iter the re»d ng .r ibe Jrt ,,
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*"P»r I/b t>a p-eeentad a «,a»ci.l evLib.t tor iM7

wL,ch lh» re. e,pt. ,rpMr 0T#f

,TT'A ,'r*r°'",,0B ". for remoV-ug
Anoi '' :r°m a« at ob^ruct-on
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action In relation to (he cable that la to oonnoet Florida,
Nassau, N. P., St. Thomas, Barbados, Trinidad, Perna-
rara and Brazil Au English Monitor bad arrlvod at

Kington, Jamaica.
Au ordinance waa proponed m the North Carolina Con¬

vention yesterday to the effect that the Convention baa
the right to declare null and void all laaa and acta, ex¬

cept tlioae relating to marriage, of prevloua Conventions
a tid Legislature* until the meeting of the next General

Assembly.
It was stated in the r.eorg'a Convention yesterday that

General Meade hud applied to General Grant for the loan
of a sufficient amount of the funds sent by the Slate of
Georgia to pay Its indebtedness to the government on

the Western and Atlantic Railroad, to defray tbe ex.

pense- of tbe Convention, and that General Grant favors
tho proposition so far as bis power extends.
The members of the Arkansas Reconstruction Con-

Tendon yesterday voted themselves $8 per day and
thirty cents mileage each way.
Captain Auguntus Depeyster, late Governor of the

Gallon' Snug Harbor, who has been mitelug alnce
Thursday last, was found yesterday drowned In a small
creek near the Harbor. He formerly commanded tbe

packet ship Koecius, of the Drainatlo line, sailing be¬
tween this port and Liverpool, and waa one of the
oldest oaptains Bailing out of thla port.

A resolution was Introduced In the Quebec House of
Assembly yesterday that Parliament should devise some
measures to arrest the great emigration of the inhabi¬
tants of that province to the United States.
The old meeting house In Newbury, Mass., erected in

1806, wes burned yesterday morning. The betl was

among the oldest in the country, having been cast in
London in tbe year 1703. *

Tho bonded wurehouse» of Mattison Sc Co., in New
Orleans, were destroyed by tire on Friday night. In¬
volving a loaa of $200,000.
Tne Rev. George W. Bush, of the Central Ohio Con¬

ference, committed suicide ye&terday by hanging him-
seir.

Mr. William D. Bishop, It Is said, will be appointed
< otnmlssioner of Patents in place of Mr. Teaker.

War Alarm* la fturope.
It is only a few days since we expressed our

opinion as to the probable consequences of
the new French Army bilL Our worst fears
promise to be realized quite as soon, if not
sooner, thau we had expected. Our latest tele-
grains are far from reassuring as to the con¬

tinuance of peace on the European Continent
Provincial revolutions are announced as hav¬
ing broken out in Spain ; coups d'etat are con¬

templated in Portugal ; the Russian press
criticise* the French position and expresses
defiance; the French press informs us that
Itussia is the only Power not now in harmony
with the rest of Europe ; and, to crown the
whole, France, it is reported, is nbout to nego¬
tiate au extraordinary loan of seven hundred
and fifty millions of francs. There are two
inferences which this exhibition of the case

renders irresistible. The first is that the
Europeau Powers, one and all, are in a state
of discontent and uncertainty compared to
which war itself would be a positive relieL
The second is that in »he event of present com¬
plications leading to war France and Russia,
rather thau France and Germany, will, with
subordinate help on cither side, appear as the
great rival combatants.
The prevent alarm, as we hare said, is due

mainly to the measures which France is adopt¬
ing to re-establish herself as the umpire of Eu¬
rope. We are not by nny means satisfied that
the Emperor Napoleon means war. He is far
more ambitious of power in the councils of the
nations than of victory on the battle field. War
becomes probable only io those circumstances
in which this power is persistently ignored by
the other nations. The new Army bill places
Napoleon as well as Frjnce in a new and
more favorable position, if the power now at
the Emperor's command is courteously and
l-especttully acknowledged by the rest of Eu¬
rope, Napoleon is too much a man of modern
ideas and loo keenly alive to the follies of his
uncle to allow war to form part of bis pro¬
gramme. War will only be resorted to when
the honor of France and the prestige of the
Emperor render it absolutely necessary.

It is impossible, however, even while credit¬
ing Napoleon with the best und noblest inten¬
tions, to refuse to admit that the European
situation is critical in she extreme. There are
littie difficulties in Italy, iu the Iberian penin¬
sula, on the (German froutier, on the shores of
the Baltic, in the Christian provinces of Turkey,
uny one of which may at any moment
uwsmne such proportions as to precipitate
v ar ou the Continent. But every one of these
difiiculties i» even now loudly demauding ?olu-
tiou. If Sji in. Italy, Greece, Turkey, Prussia,
Utissia, grate tul ly accept the Emperor's advice
and follow it-, all things will go on well and
peacefully enough. But will the Emperor's
advice be so taken ? The presumption is thai
it will not. French dictation bus for the last
fifteen years been carried so far ihat it has
quite undone itself. Tbe nations no longer
tremble at tbe nod of the Jupiter of the Tui-
leries. So long as France was nurrounded on
ail side* by numberless petty governments her
immediate neighbors had no choice but to obey.
Now. however, that Italy hM become a unit
on the one hand and (termany a unit on the
other.now, in tact, that the immediate neigh¬
bors of Franco have entirely changed their
character and have grown iu strength as they
have diminished inntiinbw.the voice of France
is naturally les« powerful. France, of course,
by thr new army arrangements will be able
to pie-ent a more formidable front to the na*

tiouMj bin it is by no means certain that the
ton e «h« hM acquired troiu within will be
sufficient compensation Ibr the losses she ha« t

.4tiv'ain*>d without. That French dictation will
continue hi,ty be taken for granted, but
ths' French dictation will be accepted and fol¬
lowed is lesr likely than «-rer. it is this
which mak<»" war a probability in the esr'y
future.
We do not *«<.! that we would be justified in

uwkuip ujjt h of either the Italian or Iberian
question. The y do not net e*aaiily# involve a

European struggle, nor do they necessarily tie
up the hand; of N'apoleoa. It jf in j^yr
ot ike Emperor «o to srrantr* matters in both
peninsuiss s* to convert both iuio sources of
powerful material h«lp. The real difficulties
are to bs sought on the Rhine and on the
Dnn .be. The teod-ncy of the South German
Confederation le to draw the bonds of alliance
closer with iU »int«r in the North. A closer
alliance thin tun which now exists
Frr-nee will be certain to oppo-''. it is our

opinion, however. that if tbu life of Count Bis¬
marck '* spared the complete unification of all
the German provinces will ba so quietly and
steadily effected that fsn»« of war H will be
impossible to find. Nothing but a fearful
blunder on tha one side or on the other will
himish the occasion for war between Franoc
and I'mssia. We eannot speak In the same
terns of the war cloud which Is already loom¬
ing up portentously in the East. Russia has
not forgotten the Crimean war ; nor haa
.he in the least abaraftned her aabl-
tions designs upon Constantinople. The

irUtl »tf till* HKH

the Christian Bubjeota of the Porte,
both Greek and Slavonic, is entirely
to her mind and will. She is, ahe persists in
regarding herself, their natural pro ector, and
nothing but defeat in another gigantic struggle
will compel her to abandon her purpose re¬

garding them. Russia is already at fever beat
Nothing but a stupid combination, of which
Franoe is the life and soul, hinders her from
marching to her predestined end. Events are

ripening in the East rapidly under Russian
guidance and control. Russia, in truth, is re¬

vealing a disposition to precipitate event?.
French dictation, in regard to the aff-iirs of the
E:ist generally and to the conduct of Russia
In particular, is an immediate certainty. That
Russia will resent such dictation is juit as cer¬

tain. Neither Power is in a mood to yield.
War, and war alone, can settle the question
between them ; and war between these Powers
will range Europe in two great hostile divi¬
sions.

Theatrical Mualc.
It Is seldom that the voice of prophecy or

warning ha3 its value exemplified within such
limit of time as will permit of its receiving due
appreciation or acknowledgment ; seldom,
indeed, that the eonsequenoes foretold follow
so rapidly and with such distinctive force as

they have done in the case of our own remon¬

strances against the inoompe4ency of our

orchestras. We have on more than one occa¬

sion lately callcd attention to theatrical music,
pointing out how and why the band was usually
the worst feature in the theatro, and allowing
that, although tho conductor may in many
instances be worthy of blame, a largo share ot
the fault most commonly lays at tho door of tho
management For technical roasons, which
every musician uuderatauds, tho orchestra of a

theatre, to be a good one, must bo considered
in a more liberul spirit thau w, perhaps, abso-
lutoly essential tbr other auxiliary depart¬
ments of the business ; and whore tho man¬

ager, iguoraut of music, ignores the advice of
his leader aud introduces his administrative
power into the mystic circle he usually
injures his own interests and illustrates the
old saying of penny wise and pound
foolish. While censuring that which is
bad aud against the permanent welfare of the
theatres, wo desire only to spt-ak in tlin public
interest and as well wishers to all our olty
houses, and feel moro pleasure in acknowl¬
edging and applauding the results of care and
liberality than in condemning th? failings
attributable to parsimony. "Faltnan qui meru it
feral " is the compass that guides our criticisms.

The instance that we allude to at the moment
as showing the realization ot our fears aud the
truth of our warnings occurs iu the new

spectacle at Niblo's Garden, and in spoaking
ot this we would have it understood that we
do uot for a moment question the musicil
ability of the conductor at thai theatre, nor

are we in a position to state definitely that tho
blame we allot to that house is attributable to
him alone. The " While Fawn" has been a

long time in preparation ; artisls have boeu
brought froi» theatres both at home and abroad
to fill the several paris, and in point of fact
London and Paris have been laid under con¬
tribution for every departm. nt Gorgeous
dresses, beautiful scenery and rolays of ballot
are there in such profusion as is seldom found
in any one theatre; but where is the

I music? The introduction alone is worthy
ol being heard, b'or tho rest it is undigni¬
fied, tuneless anti totally without effect.
The songs are badly accompanied and
the assistance the singers should receive from
the wind instrumeuts in wantiug. if an oppor¬
tunity was over found for musical display In
such a piece as the '-White Fawn" it exists in
the proce3sioa that brings that play to a close,
while the march that occurs in the earlier part
of the piece affords room for grand orchestral
effects. The final situation is so similar to one

of the principal scenes in "I/Africaine" that
we presume it h:is been borrowed from that
opera, and for that admirable music was pro¬
vided by Meyerbeer himself. Had the music
as well as the srene been takrn, or had tar
march from the "Propnete," the "PruidV
March," or some other work of melody und
instrumentation been used, the prosperity of
the piece would have been considerably
facilitated.

Man) managers appear to think that, pro¬
vided their company Is a good one or their
stars attractive, the orchestra is altogether a

second consideration ; but they make a great
mists ke. The audienco are pleased or di'-

p teased with the general effect of the evening,
and though few may take tile trouble to atta¬

in ix* their pleasure or discontent, those who do
so have generally something to say on the
score of the tuu«ic. To cit»> an instance from
the Old World, it was neither Grisi nor

Mario that mnde Covent Garden the first
Italian Opera House in the world. It was

Costa and his band ; and his with other cases

might be named to show that while a good
orchestra may save or make the reputation of
a theatre, a bad odd will sooner or later
destroy it

.

T:ns Kasuions..There i* little novelty to
record this month In the fashion line. The
tnodbtM are reserving themselves for a grand

if) ia the spring, and on opening day
we may look out to* a startling pronwir.iit-
ml'rto Irom the headquarters of fashion. The
tolleta of this winter are very becoming, and
it would be well for ilje ladles to exercise a

little judgment in nuking any ohange In their
drosses and cloaks on opening day. The
bonnets still retain their iniroeropio dimen¬
sions and variety of ornamentation. There
tire some very rich and elegant colors, or
ratber shades of ordinsey colors, to be seen on

the robes of oar leading belles. The unbe¬
coming Bismarck brown is still worn,
to a limited extent No lady of taste or refine¬
ment would select such a shade of brown for
her toilet The styles wbieb have been lm*
ported Irom Paris by o«ir leading modi*<M
have undergone so mauy modifications to suit
the tastes or the metropolitan ladies that Ibey
may now be called American stylet. Such
independence of spirit on the pait of our
ladies is gratifying and auguts an early emanci¬
pation (ram the dictates of Paris mt/ilUtts.

A PiUABUi Hit.Senator Doolittle's star
reply to Senator Nye, of Nevada, whan asked
whether he would anarch nndar the "Old
Glory" or tha Stars and Bars. "1 wonld
march," aald Poolittle, "ander a flag having
thirty-seven atari lM Nye had to fall back un¬

der tha shelter of hit Jacobin Sag of only
twenty-seven star* for preteoMon, amid tha .

laqflht* and yittoits of tha oUjNftqh ]

OslaMlet «Ml »ke Sportmn'i ©Ink.A (treat
Kin Abeat * l.lule Trout.

Delmonico, the traditional caterer, of more

importance to a dinner of state than the guests
themselves, has fallen into a muddle with the
New York Sportsmen's Club, through the reve¬

lations of an editor of the Citizen, who most

likely is not accustomed to trout, either in

season or out of it. The faots are curious.
Some time since a breakfast to General Sheri¬
dan was given at Delmonico's. It being no

season for trout, and the guests Wanting trout

regardless of times and seasons, Delmonico 's
"subs".for the king of caterers was not in
the oountrjr.were at some pains to procure
trout, thus exhibiting an enterprise which can¬

not be too highly commended to restaurant
managers. Sheridan partook of trout out of
season ; so did the guests in general ; so did,
no doubt, the editor of the Citizen, who, dis¬
cerning no difforenoe in fish, ate thereof, and
was not aware of the quality of the fish until
after he had partaken. We are not informed
as to which editor of the paper was present.
It might have been the dramatic }. it might
have been the psalm singer of the immortal
weekly ; it might have been the sporting edi¬
tor ; it might have been him of (Be Sportsmen's
Club who was betrayed into gulping trout out
of season.though certainly a member of the
Club should hare known his trout at sight It
might have been either of these or some

other, for weekly journals are sometimes re¬

markable for the number and industry of their
editors. It matter* not. The de?d was done,
and it was enough. Remorse of conscience
followed, demonstrating tlie editorial inca¬
pacity tor Bwal lowing even so small a matter
an a trout without compunction of conscience
and due apology to the animal swallowed.

'J'he trout was delunct when it oame into the
hands of the cook, therefore there could be
no complaining to Mr. Bergb, except on

the ground of cruelty to those that ate
it ; the trout had been eaten and was half
digested, therefore there could be no amend¬
ing of tbo misdeed ercepl with tartar emetic.
an untidote uot good to take after breakfast.
The next best thing was done. The editor
lodged a formal complaint with the New York
SporUmon's Club; made affidavit that he had
unwillingly eateu trout out ol season, und that,
too, at Dclmonico's; swore ihal the military
digostiou ot the gallant Sheridan had been
compelled to digest trout out of season; averred
that tbe guests in general had breakfasted
on trout out of season, aud prayed that iejral
proceedings might be instituted against Del-
monleo, not to compel him to take back the
trout and reftiud, but to compel him to furnish
gratis a breakfast of Irout in season by way of
apology for what could not be mended.
lu this matter Daluionioo Law slyly outwitted

his persecutors, who are likely to be done out
of the longed-for trout breakfast as we I! as out
of the suit for fUgraut violation of the game
laws. The smooth gentleman his, iu %q>ress-
ive phrase, proved '. too many " for thein, and
tn a recent letter of apology declare? that ho
was out of the country at the time, that the
poor trout eaten out of season has his warmest
sympathies, that he himself belong* to the
Southside Club, at Islip, and that the " sub "

who did the trout to death and after it was dead
has been duly reprimanded. The New York
Sportsmen's Club has been, therefore, adroitly
flanked, and the breakfast of trout iu season is
lost.
Meantime, we must advise Dolmouico that

the whole matter ia wrong, ft is American to
have trout :it all seasons, aud Americans ure a

free people and will have their own way. The
Czar of ftu?*ia used to import foreign fish in
tubs of water and alive at all seusous ; and
there is no reason why Dttluiouico should uot
be the Czar of caterers.an autocrat in trout
trade, serving ihem at what season he liken.
Let Delmonico stand his ground, therefore, and
decline to be done either legally or illegally
out ot the coveted breakfast.

Jtniunitiy nnd itmiii.
The rccent car accident in Brooklyn. b>

which an aged lady was iontantly killed, has
gone into the past with the legal investi¬
gation whkh terminated in the discharge
ol the driver of the street car. Wo thai I
hear no more about the affair, and the
nuiTifs of the unfortunate victim munt wan¬
der unavenged. But the evidence of the j
driver revealed some information rather alarm¬
ing to passengers on the Brooklyn City Kuil-
road and pedestrians who may happen to cross
the tracks in the vicinity of the termini of
the roads. It appears that the humane di¬
rectors of the company allow the drivers no
time tor meals except such few momeut* a*,

they may snatch at the end of the line by
making "headway".that is, getting in a few
minutes ahead of time; so that it th re is no

beadwuy there is no tood, for the driver is
strictly forbidden to eat anything on the ears.

Now, this headway is made by the«e poor hun¬
gry fellows.who are kept seventeen hoars
on the road.by driving the horses to their
utmost trotting capacity for several blocks as

they approach the terminus; and it was b\ thb
process that the lady was slaughtered on

Craham aveuue. The driver swears that he j
had eaten no breakfast. He wan therefore hur- I
tying for a chance of a mouth til at dinner j
time. The pressure was upon the horses. .

which were going at a lull trot. 'J'he brakes j
were apparently iuoperative, aud the unwary j
victim was trampled down by the animal' and !
almost cut in twain by the car wheels.

It would be absurd in sueb a cs»e to lay the
whole blame upon the driver, although tn
trifle with human life, even to sppeawe an eager
appetite, is a thing uot to be pardoned. The
blame li»s most heavily upon the designers of
thst inhumai) system which compels a man

either to itM|T^ y t lt^or er to imperil the
lives of his follow <Mtif»,e«» driving at a jifangafftin pace through a public thoroughfare.
The directors cannot shield thuin»elvea from
the charge of encouraging this fast driving-
nay more, they are open to the accusation of
commanding it ; for it is impossible to eipect
thst their employ's can travel all day without
food, and sa long as they are "allowed " no

time to eat they will certainly make the time
st sll risks ; and who ean reproach the m ?
We sre weary of cslling spon the proper

authorities to make an example of some rail¬
road directors when disasters of this kind
occur os their roads; but ws think that 1s
this instance, where the cause of the calamity
Is so directly traceable to the rules of the
ooapany, their regulations ought; to bo sub¬
jected to s striot investigation to see If there
bo say others on the sehedule as bratal as this
one, animated by . like infhmous system sf

keo9M«tf| "hick regards sot fcumst biffed,

The Deomr mf P*1»U *" Amvri~
cm-Homr Hints ». Oar

Every commercial community."m bo tar
It attend* to religious matters at ail is natu¬
rally conservative and practical in its theories
of religion. Nor is New York any exception
to the workings of this priuciple, as is
thoroughly manifest from the decay ot Boaton-
isms in this city, especially within the last ten
years. Notions of the genesis of things,
vague theories upon very vague topics, queer
quips about the relations of trinity and unity ,

which, borrowed from Boston, were formerly
affected by metropolitan thinkers, have now

gone out of date, or have been buried fossil-
deep under the layers of vigorous practical
thought which the present generation of New
York thinkers has developed. Boston, which
ten years since affected the la* and liberal,
now affects the Gorman in religious thought-
borrows extensively from German rationalism,
mysticism and criticism, and, with true Bos-
tonian instinct, insists loudly that what It bor¬
rows and retails considerably diluted is of its
own invention and quite original. With the
exception of the clerical fraternity neither of
these peculiarities of Boston thought has any
currency in this city ; and in making this ex¬

ception we are giving one reason far the decay
of clerical influence here.
Some years since the metaphysical was in

rogue and popular. Fashionable people, not
over fond ot being reminded of their sins and
Belfiahneas, were exceediugly glad If the min-

i isler touud it convenient to talk about some¬

thing which nobody could understand, not
even the talker himself. At that time, too,
Thoodore Parker, famous for philosophical ab¬
stractions, which were mostly abstracted from
the German, was in the znnith of his reputa¬
tion. Now Ygrk copied the Parker cant about
the "divinity in humanity," the ' absolute hu¬
man," the "goodhood of phyeics" and the Hke;
and oh to the New England pulpit, it was sim¬
ply a vast lorce pump/deluging lankee con¬

gregations with Parker diluted in water and
sweetened to taste. To these phrases the
Yankees sniEBid their hu7.z*s, and matters got
on swimmingly for a decade or more.

The thought of the great mass has outgrown
the stilted lunacies of that day.a fact ot which
clergymen seem to ba utterly forgutluk Pulpit
influence is, therctore, on the wane; not because
the people have no reverence for the pulpit
perse, but because the pulpit has no sympathy
with the people. At present, in religious wor¬

ship, the musical element is everything and thfc
sermon is of no earthly account ; and yet cler-
gyuieu will keep on retailing the same dreary,
dunderheaded platitudes as formerly, which,
because they mean nothing, are very easy to

say. To the people these platitudes are no

longer either morally or intellectually tonic.
Maudlin sentiment and maudlin transcendent¬
alism have ceased to be effective. The popu¬
lar mini caunot at this day be fed with sha-
down. It demands something with blood and
pulse in it ; and, instead of declaiming against
the ealloasnew of the public, it would bo well
for clergymen to set about amending their own
stupidity. The clerical cam musl be dropped ;
pulpit orators mu«t sluft less from musly vol¬
umes and think more, or pulpit influence as a

power in the land is likely to be snuffed out
altogether.
We want no clerical cam ; we want uo pa-

rode of dead dogmatics. We want strong,
healthy, vigorous thought Irom the pulpit;
and from the pulpit we niusl have it, or

we shall look elsewhere before buying. It
is useless for the pulpit to affect Delphic
oracles, after the manner of f.Vrlylc aud Emer¬
son. Any man who ba« clear ideas upon what
he is talking about can and will express his
ideas with precision and intelligibility : end
if any m*n be unable to express him*ell- intelli¬
gibly we can really see no especial propriety
in his expressing himself at all. Rut (be cleri¬
cal seer will say in defence of hi* uuintelligi-
bility :." ! am a transcendentalist ; I speak of
the things in po#«( a« well ae of the thing* m
fssr; lam too profound to be comprehended,
and am not. therefoie. to be hampered
with the ordinary m«de» or English : if I
vaticinate at all I mist vaccinate in my
own peculiar Knglish. and vaticinate I roust
or perish with the excess of my inspiration."
Very well ; vaticinate. Suck yonr thumb.
thai is «n evidence of profundity too profound
to be spoken. All «e is that yon vatici-
uate in good 'vrflisii ^r cease vaticinating alto¬
gether. You may perish with the except. of
ronr inspiration : but if you should we will s*e

that von are decently buried, which is all a

transcendental'st has a right to expect, and
more than most ot them get.

But. lo be aeriou*.and w<- always like to be
so. if possible -the decadence of clerical Influ¬
ence In New York city.a decadence of which
clergymen themselves complaiu liittrly.is
largely due lo thi* ssme affected mouthing of
the obscure. Nine out of ten of all the
sermons weekly delivered from our pulpits aie

simply ckvev bil- ot circumlocution, thirty-six
written sheets of about and about and all the
wav round to nonsense and nothing. There is
no directness, no earncs)ne»«. no intelligible
mesning in tbeui no bold, manly thought lor
people who think, no sympathy with khr humtn
needs ol a gr^al commercial community, t'hey
are simply moral nothing* decked about an«l
(ugai -co. t» d with rhetorical fancies.
The style of clerical oompo»itiun nenda

priinuu. It is ioo iodinol. loo sinuous. ioo

wordy, too Rlair-i*h. J'iain Eugl-sb Is the t'ue
rhetoric of Ike »ife. loeus in t»lit"tiells s'e

what ar« wauW-fl from lt*e pulpli, an«l '!».
sooner a recognition ot tb'S f*<i is extended
the better. Tn* p«M»pte buvv hart enough of

political. social aa«i moral aV»*tcacf»#ns t'OBi
the sacred de-k -enough and more than enough
of the to; iner especially. The I'nion square
apostle iia- by the logic of events beeu »<»io-

pellert to give place to pictorial travesM<»s o1

Bunyan, an the Plymouth apostle, to (tin a

fresh l*a«e. ha* be« o compelled to *ke out his
br^th upon the shoulder o' Ificken* Hence¬
forth there must be though' in the pulpit, or

the people will not liftea. They cannot b.

beguiled with twaddle ; they cannot be hood-
winkod with vague generalities about uniser-
sal freedom. They demand clergymen who
think. think intelligibly and in sympathy with
their need*. The da? of pulpit sensations has
passed : we man note have a sound pulpit
literature of nothing. Thus fer our religious
literature has bee# sensational, ephemeral,
eontemptible. Th*re h«s been so pvbmlum Is
it, and this fart furaishes a third nod conclu¬sive reason for »be fhet thai lie pnlplt I*
America has ao adequate mftneace upon
American thought. Merbid Intellectual dys-
feptica ss'lfot

. . " ¦ \
thlak vigorously ; and morbid mental dyapep-
ties most o( t\ur clergymea are men who
mingle little with common humanity, under¬
stand little of Us needs and temptations, and,
wrapping themselves about with oloaks of
fashion, wonder that the world will not lietea
to their prating.
We say it deliberately, a new order of

affairs must be Inaugurated, or the influence of
the pulpit is gone. In New England the people
as a rule are In thought ahead or the pulpit ;
In New York the people hate no sympathy
with the morbid nothingness of pulpit talkers ;
and in the West the tendency to speculative
scepticism, just beginning to crop out, is
stronger than the whole army of clergymoa
throughout the Union. Everywhere the pulpit
is inadequate to the wants of the people, and is
likely so to remain until it studies the people
and draws the inspiration of its thought from
their needs, and not from Carlyle, Emerson,
Parker or theological dogmatics.

The Wtr !¦ AbTt»lBl«-Kn«,aB- ." «*.
Kve ef Battle wllh Theoderas.

By Bpeclal telegram from^ Abyssinia, for¬
warded by way of London and through the
Atlantic cable, we were enabled to announee

yesterday the Important fact that the British
expeditionary army, under command of Major
General Napier, marching from the plaoe ©t

landing at Annesley Bay, had arrived in sight
of ihe oamp of King Theodorus, fixed in a posi¬
tion near to and most likely covering bis pala¬
tial stronghold at Magdala. General Napier
bad thus, with that promptness which charac¬
tered all his movements in India and China,
narrowed the difficult question existing between
Queen Victoria and the African potentate to a

very simple point.the release of th prison¬
ers, a complete indemnity, of course, .. battle.
As our special despatch was dated at a >la on
the 14th inut it is very probable th.; v res»l«
has been already obtained. The co :«. » m»y
have taken plaoe and the prisoners r <ed, or
they may have been summarily exec:. J even
before the engagement commenced. As tho
most important consequences will ensue from
cither event later advices from the seat or
war in Africa will be looked lor with great
interest.

..King Theodorus is placed in a very difficult
position. Surrounded with jealous and rebel
chicft, he is called on by the representative of
one of the most powerful military nations in

the world to do an act at the point of
the sword to which he haughtily retuaed
to accede through diplomacy or Christian
suasion. Yielding or vanquished, his illus¬
trious ancestral claims, his dynasty, his reli¬
gions halo, discipline and self-denial avail
him nothing, and he will have to endure the
mortification and humiliation of beholding
his more docile countrymen subjugated and
"put to work" universally, and the most
ancient Continent on earth fall gradually uuder
the dominion ot the plain matter of fact, yot
unsatisfied, masters of llindostan. The glorie»
of a thousand years ot successful defianoe to
tbe warlike Mahommednns on the frontier*
will have been dissipated and in his hands.

Easy, good-natured people have imagined,
indeed, that the very appearance of British
troop* in Abyssinia would have accomplished
all this. It la prudent, however, not to ven¬

ture too far on theories and chances in calcu¬
lating the consequences of this war.
The English expedition to Abyssinia is a

difficult undertaking, and the selection of such
a man as Sir Robert Napier for Its chief com¬
mand proves of itself that the difficulty was

duly estimated by the authorities. King Theo¬
dorus mav endure a series of defeats in his
mountain defiles. In such a war England can
suffer the loss of only one battle. Tho under¬
taking l» not popular with the millions in
Great Britain. It is know a to them merely as
the cau«e of an addition to the iuconie tax, and
their inclinations prompt them rather to save

I bat extra penny immediately and postpone tho
calculation of the prospective profit? of the war.
The express-ion and tonp of tbe mo*t recent
mull advices from England on this subject indi¬
cate pretty plainly to us that the countrj
would scarcely bear the publication of news
of a victory by Theodorus, and changes, politi¬
cal and social, of the most marked character'
might follow all over ih* United Kingdom
after the announcement. The minister* of the
Crown would be held directly responsible for
lo-s or blunder by som« very plain expree-
pton of public feeling : so that it is of tint
utmost consequence, both to Queen Victoria
and Karl Derby, that General Napier should

) be completely successful over her Majostfm
: .able admirer from the very boglnuing.] Whatever can be accomplished by twenty

j thousand brave soldiers, supplied with all the
modern appurtenances of war.whatever

i English "pluck," endurance and good gsneral-
ship can do will be done, snd the British In

I Abyssinia must, we think, rely more on these
tben on the promises of African rebels or tbe

I expected exhaustion of Theodoras. In con-
< Urination of the accuracy of this view of tb*

case, we need only refer to our special tele-
i gram from t^nafe, published to-day, which
informs us tbat the hitherto avowed friendship
of one of tbe great Ttgre chiefa for th* Eng¬
lish .. donMful.

Mimical PHblttKllaiw.
It Is not very creditable to souic of omi

' uuisic publishers for tbe public to know their
mode of trannacting bueiresa in publishing
either tr*ch or piece* stolen from European

; compos-re. A m :»w publisher has a business
reputation to take care of, and he should not
eacrifloe it for the sake of immediate gain.
When a To.iag man com**" Mi him with a com¬

position that is not worth even th* manuscript,
} much less being engraved, the publisher

I should remember tbat th*- publication of snob
a piece inflicts iooalcnlabls injury on his bnsi-

nrm reputation and ts ao in»nlt to hip cus¬

tomers. The aam . may be *s»d ot any piece
that is stolen, note for note, from an opera or

ot'ier work and brought to tbe publisher by
the pilferer. Tbe bargain ic sotmiliioes ron-

eluded in this manner : The p»rson who

brings a piece of music for publication wiN
tell the publisher that he can effect
tbe Bale of one hundred copies among
his friends, and the publisher, although
wall aware of the character of the
composition, consents to Its publication. It
this he net . clear ease of humbugging the
pablfs and degrading art, then the trade of the
individual who exhibits a monkey with a fish's
tail as a Fesjee mermaid, or a deformed aegre
as a gorilla, la aa honorable aae, aad mock
anctiea shops should he Incorporated by aa

fat of tie bsvUIaturs. fat fe»r» a few


